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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 4010] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4010) for the relief of William Grant Braden, Jr., having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States in behalf of a minor half-Japanese child who has 
been adopted by citizens of the United States. The child would be 
considered to be a nonquota immigrant, which is the status normally 
enjoyed by the alien minor children of United States citizens. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a minor half-Japanese child who has 
been adopted by Master Sgt. and Mrs. William G. Braden who are 
citizens of the United States. The child had been placed in a foundling 
home in Japan operated by the Franciscan missionaries in Yokohama 
and was released for adoption to Sergeant and Mrs. Braden. 

Congressman Hamer H. Buc ge, the author of the bill, submitted to 
the Committee on the Judicis ry of the House of Representatives the 
following information in conr ection with the case: 
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Wine Lecar Orricn, 
374TH Troop Carrier Wino (BH), 
APO 704, April 9, 1961. 
Hon. Hamer A. Bunce, 
United States Representative, 
Second District, Idaho, House Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: As the wing legal officer at Tachikawa Air. Base, I have n_re- 
quested to advise Master Sgt. and Mrs. William G. Braden of Weiser, Idaho, 
in connection with their adoption of a foundling from a Japanese orphanage. 
After consulting with them at length, and guiding their case through the Japanese 
court, I am taking the liberty of seeking your assistance in the furtherance of 
this matter. 

The background of the adoption is this: 

The foundling home is operated by Catholic Franciscan missionaries in Yoko- 
hama, Japan, The foundlings left with the home are born of Japanese mothers 
and American GI fathers for the most per they are left in the care of this home 
almost from birth, After baptizing the children in the Catholic Church, they 
are placed with families who are either of the same faith, or will agree to raise 
the child in the Roman Catholic Church. However, these children are turned 
over to the prospective adopting parents immediately and at the present time 
while I am advising them, the Bradens have one of these children in their home, 
Since these children are considered to have at least 50-percent Japanese blood, 
it is my understanding that they are ineligible for entry into the United States 
under existing immigration laws. 

On behalf of the Bradens, I filed a petition in the Hachioji branch of the domestic 
relations court requesting adoption of this child, William Grant Braden, Jr. After 
the court had appointed me guardian ad litem for the child, the petition of adoption 
was granted. Copies of the petitions and the decrees, in both Japanese: and 
English, are enclosed and identified, There is, also, a letter from the Catholic 
chaplain of this base, and many letters of recommendation. I have had both 
Sergeant and Mrs. Braden execute affidavits setting forth pertinent and illumi- 
nating information about their respective backgrounds. 

J enclose a letter from the mother superior of the foundling home, Our Lady of 
Lourdes, and the original contractual agreement between the mother superior and 
the Bradens, in which they have promised to institute proceedings to effect a legal 
adoption. Enclosed, also, is a translation of a letter from the real mother of the 
child releasing it to the home, anda copy of the child’s census register indicatin 
his status as abandoned. Needless to say, both personally and officially, 
heartedly endorse the prospective immigration, naturalization, and adoption of 
this child. 

Therefore, I am addressing this letter to you to request that you draft and pre- 
sent to the Congress a private bill on behalf of Master Sgt. and Mrs. William G. 
Braden for the relief of William Grant Braden, Jr., which legislation would permit 
the entry of this child into the United States for the purpose of adoption by this 
couple. The honorable Tom Pickett of the Seventh District of Texas, at my re- 
quest, drafted similar legislation on behalf of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. E. H. Shelton. 
This bill became House Resolution No. 1264, presented to the Eighty-second 
Congress, first session, on January 9, 1951. Mr. Pickett has advised me that on 
March 6, 1951, this bill passed the House and was sent to the Senate. The hon- 
orable Mike Mansfield of the First District of Montana, also drafted a private 
bill on behalf of Staff Sgt. and Mrs. T. G. Richards, which legislation became 
House Resolution No. 2787, presented to the Eighty-second Congress, first ses- 
sion. Having been advised that this bill has been reported out by the Judiciary 
Committee, we are looking forward to its success. I feel sure that either or both 
of these Congressmen would be happy to confer with you on this matter, 

I have just recently addressed a similar letter to the Honorable Charles E. 
Bennett, United States Representative for the Second District of Florida, on 
behalf of Master Sgt. and Mrs. Steven J. Horvath, Jr. Since the case for the 
Horvaths should, also, be in its initial stages, you may desire to confer with Mr. 
Bennett on the potentialities and progress of these private bills. 

Your help in this matter will be greatly appreciated. _In the event that you 
find that other supporting information might be needed; or know of any further 
assistance that I might render in support of the passage of this bill, kindly advise 
me accordingly. Iam sure that you realize the need for haste in that an evacua- 
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tion of dependents, or the rotation of the adopting parents before passage of this 
bill, would result in this child’s being left behind. 

Anticipating that you will be so kind as to consent to act on behalf of this 
a permit me to thank you in advance for your courtesy in this instance. 

With kindest personal regards, I am, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Georce J. GoLpsBOROUGH, Jr., 
First Lieutenant, USAF, Wing Legal Officer, 





HEADQUARTERS, 
THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FourtH Troop Carrier Wine (H), 
: APO 704. 
AFFIDAVIT 


We, William Grant Braden and Lela Ileene Braden, after having been read the 
twenty-fourth article of war, and after having been told that it is not necessary 
for me to answer any questions that might tend to degrade me or to incriminate 
me, and that any statement made by me may be used against me, do hereby make 
the following statement: 

STATEMENT 


I, Lela THleene Braden, was born June 17, 1924, at Cortez, Montezuma County, 
Colo., of Jack L. Baker and Fanny D. Brown Baker. My father was killed in 
railroad accident during my infancy. I was reared by my mother, who is now 
remarried and the mother of two small children. I was educated in the publie 
schools of Los Angeles County, Calif., and Pima County, Ariz. My religious 
affiliation is Baptist. I am a member of Gem of the Mountains RebekahLodge, 
IOOP, Caldwell, Idaho. I have volunteer experience as a Red Cross worker, den 
mother, and Sunday-school teacher. 

I, William Grant Braden, was born July 17, 1916, at Cambridge, Idaho, the 
fifth son of Lerov T. and Anna E. Braden, both now residing at Weiser, Idaho. 
I was educated in the public schools of that town, Farragut College, Idaho, and 
Reed College, Portland, Oreg. My religious affiliation is Baptist. My civilian 
profession is a farmhand and agriculture labor supervisor. 

We were married at Lordsburg, N. Mex:, on August 6, 1942, after a 9-month 
acquaintance, with consent of both families. In June 1943, we were separated; 
my wife going to Weiser, Idaho, to await my réturn from Italy. I was discharged 
from the Air Force in August 1945. After 1 year at the Don Joseph Ranch at 
Dead Ox Flat, we spent 1947 and 1948 at Farragut and Reed Colleges. In 1948, 
having completed the education I desired, I reenlisted in the Air Force. After 
spending 1 vear at Moses Lake Air Force Base, Wash., I was transferred to the 
Far East and stationed at Tachikawa. I, Lela Leen, arrived at Tachikawa in 
April 1950. 

Due to physical incapabilities, we are unable to have children of ourown. We 
have adopted our son, William Grant, Jr. He can expect to find a home provided 
by a mother who is quick-witted, fun-loving, knowing the ways of children from 
association with them. I, Lela Ileene, am a musician to teach him music and song, 
and artistic to teach him to use his hands. He may expect a father who is reason- 
ably stern from the discipline of a large family, and the service. A father to teach 
him the ways of men, the knowledge of books, and how to think straight. He 
will enjoy fishing, skiing, golf, and mountaineering with us, if he is so inclined. 
It is our intention to adopt at least one more child. 

Our home for the next 10 or 12 years will be decided by the service. By the 
time our son enrolls in high, we plan to be retired and living at a small mountain 
resort town, McCall, near Weiser, Idaho. According to the desires of the Sisters 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Orphanage, we plan to rear our son in the Catholic faith. 
His higher education will be provided for by an endowment policy with the New 
York Life Insurance Co., which will mature at age 18, face value $2,500. 

Our present monthly savings total $30 per month; this amount being invested 
entirely in insurance, which with survivor’s benefits would guarantee Mrs. Braden 
an income of $200 pe month to the year of 1966, at which time it would drop to 
$150 per month. fe invest $10 a month in the education of Michio Miura, an 
agricultural student at Kyushu University, Hakata. With the exception of 
approximately $300 in a checking account, our excess income has been invested in 
medical expenses for the care of a niece stricken with polio, and my (Lela [leene) 
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stepfather, who has rheumatic fever. Doctor and hospital bills totaling $800 
were incurred in 1946-47 due to my illness (Lela Ileene). I, William Grant, was 
in student status for 16 months in 1947 and 1948. Our outstanding debts total 
$150, which will be liquidated by October 1951. 
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Wiii1am Grant BRADEN. 
Leia ILeEENE BRADEN 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of April 1951, at APO 704. 


Georce J. Gotpssporovan, Jr., 
First Lieutenant, USAF, a Summary Court Martial. 





TWwENtTyY-sEconD Troop Carrier Squapron (Heavy), 
Taree HunpREepD AND SEVENTY-FouRTH Troop Carrier Group (Heavy), 


APO 704, April 12, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


Master Sgt. William T. Braden AF6569623 has served under my command 
for a period of 15 months as supervisor of the operations section of this squadron. 
In my daily personal contacts with this airman he has demonstrated to an out- 
standing degree loyalty, initiative, and a sense of responsibility. 

Master Sergeant Braden’s personal traits of character are above reproach. 
He conducts his personal affairs in an exemplary manner, serving as an excellent 
example to the younger airmen in this organization. There is no doubt that his 
superior performance will continue on to the completion of his Air Force career, 
and that his service will be desired so long as he elects to remain in the Air Force. @ 

This airman is considered qualified for, and fully deserving of favorable con- 
sideration of his adoption petition. 

James E, Hunter, 
Major, USAF, Commanding. 





Orrice oF THE CaTHoLic CHAPLAIN, 
Turee HuNDRED AND SEVENTY-FoURTH Troop Carrier WinG, APO 704, 
c/o PM, San Francisco, Calif., February 7, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 


Permit me to recommend the passage of a private law to enable Master Sgt. and 
Mrs. William G, Braden, to bring their adopted son, Victor, into the United States. 
Both Sergeant and Mrs. Braden are individuals of spendid character and should 
provide an excellent home and upbringing for their child. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Wituram E. Mauer, 
Chaplain (Captain), USAF, Catholic Chaplain. 





AprIL 2, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

We have known the Bradens for about 1 year and for 6 months of this time, 
lived in the same hotel with them. Since then we have visited in their home 
many times and would certainly say it is quite a suitable home to place a child. 
This couple, having a childless marriage for a number of years, still have more 
interests in their home and staying at home than most people we have known in 
this same situation. Master Sergeant Braden is a very well educated man and 
Mrs, Braden is a very pleasant, friendly, and good woman and a wonderful home- 
maker. We have watched the baby in this home from the beginning. He is now 
as normal and healthy as any child his age (1 year) and 3 months ago when taken 
into this home, looked and had to be handled as a 4-month baby and not the 
8-month baby he was. This already has convinced us that they are the right 
parents for Billy. 


Tech, Sgt. and Mrs. Bernarp N, Perrer, 
Sizth Troop Carrier Squadron, APO 704 Care of PM, San Francisco, Calif, 
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TacHIKAWA Arr Bass, 
Tachikawa, Japan, April 8, 1951. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

It is considered a great pleasure that I was asked to write this letter of recom- 
—o for Master Sergeant and Mrs. Braden concerning the adoption of 

illy, Jr. 

During the past year that I have known and associated with them I have 
become greatly impressed by their character, their home life, and love for children. 

Being in the same branch of service and a married airman who is also making 
a career of the Air Force I can strongly stress the security which a family has. 

I am sure that with the guidance and care that this boy is receiving will prove 
most worthy of his parents and of him in the future. 

There is no doubt in my mind whatever that this adoption will be a benefit 
to society, to Master Sergeant and Mrs. Braden as parents and to Billy who 
needs the home, the love, and care which they can give him. That he shall 
become a good citizen and be as proud of his parents as they are of him. 


Staff Sgt. Witpert N. Kounxe, 
Sizth Troop Carrier Squadron (H), APO 704 Care of P. M. Box 42, San 
Francisco, Calif. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 4010) should be enacted. 
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